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CY ll a manrob God ? yet ye have robbed me: bat ye ay IFkerein kave 
| Werobbed thee ? in Tithe: ard offerings. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOVR ABLE 


THOMAS ADAMS, 
Lord Major of the City of 
LONDON. 


Right Honourable, 


SPAN T is ſtoried of Diogenes ( 4 _ Phi. 
| K2) loſopber, chough a ſullen Cynick ) that 
[23 when be was about ro diz , be defared his 
hESICL2 friends about bim, 10 bury bin after bis 
drink with his face downward ; they thinking this 
requeſt to proceed rather from bis bumour then trom 
his wiſedom, demanded of him the reaſon; he cold 
them, That very ſhortly the world would be 
turned upſide down, and then his face would 
he upward: 1 need no: apply this ſtory, yoar Lord- 
ſbip is no (ranger in tbis our jiracl, and canno! bye 

| E 2 ob{erpe 


; nat REI IN SITES 
RD anaie e. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


obſerve this manner of Change, you now fitting at | 

che Helm for th: government of this good!y City, 1 | 1 

. bad almoſt ſaid Nation ( for England & inLondon at 

thts day.) - 

1 will not ſpeak of that lovely Gemini »Religton and | | 

* Vk Retigio Lawy Which in the julgement of * Mackiavell him- | | 


e/t 1hi bot 160 


rer, & toxa ſelf do riſe and fall together: 1 will only callufon your \| 
«opts, Lordſhip with the Prophet, to come and behold che, | 


Sublata wverg 


Religione <0r» yporks of the Lord, What alterations he bath made in | | 
ruere Remy. nee | 
ſee! : Qua This great City of London ; which I have ſometimes 


ſublato timore 


Pets known, as 4 City like Jeruſalem, at unity within it | . 
imvictas,.@ OX [elj; not a convitted Recuſant, nor a notorious He- 


ea ruina {npe« | 
riorum,"1ich. yetike or Schiſmatick to be found within ths walls of |} 
lib.rt. inDic 
Lie,c..i. | that City, London,wboſe|rwelve Companies, like.” 
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Hi4% rhe tweive Tribes of Iſrael, were wont r0 go up by | 
£4 multicudes ro the Houſe of God, n:t im the ſound of S 
I a Trumpet and Alarm of warre, but with the joifull | 
18: © epoices of Peace and Praiſe, like thoſe that have boly ||. 
$480] | day. London, wheſe Lord Majors ſword was almoſ8 | 
TRL as formidable within that City, as the Scepter without. 
Th But 5s London jo wow ? I will [ay no more, but weep 
4h 75 | our the reſt for rhas City where Iwas born and bred, 

pi; E | and where 1 have ſþent moſt of my daies ; whoſe. 

Uh il Que peceatis proſperity and wellfare I have ever ſought, and (hall 

4 Jenn. Jer.z-. daily pray for,ia the ſenſe of lerome concerning Nine- 

| ad a hs T veh, that what (mn hadthrown down ;rom the firmenecſſe 


of 


———— 


The Epiſtle Dedidaory. 


| of rocks, grace might rec Tabliſh i in the ſoftne(ſe od 
gEAars, 


The ſubje& of this enſuing d, courſe ( being in the. 
number of thoſe things that are turned upſide down ) 
is no ſlranger to your Loraſbip ( though the Authour 


be ) and craves your patronage, Which in juſtice you 
| cannot tell how to deny, your Lordſhip being appointed 


by the Law of the Land the ſole Chancellour and Iudge 


of Tithes in London (a filicity beyond all the Kingdom 
befiaes, where the Law is at this day Jomewbar looſe. 


and unſctled,bus only in London.) 
Fourteen yeers are not yet elapſed and gone, fince_ 
it was a common &ueftion among che Divines of Eng.- 


| land, nor whether Tithes were due, | but whether they 


were not due jure divino. Since it 'was accounted a 
moſt tous and religious worke,in divers of your Lord- 
ſhips predeceſſours, to be appointed Truſtees for the.” 
buji ing in of Impropriations of Tithzs, and reſtoring 


| thems tothe Church, Since conſciencious men could not 


die peaceably in their beds, till they hat made re{{itution 
of ſubſlrafted Twrhes, But now of late, a (Irange New- 
light bath a'peared to ageneration of men, diſpleaſed 
with old Truths; ; not ſuch alight as appeared rothe., 


with their gold, ſrankincenſe and myrrbe, but ſuch a 


finde of light as appeared to the Pos , by which 
they 


IViſe-men leading them to Chri(t, ani preſenting him \,.., ,,, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| they took our Saviour in the night, and ſtripe bim of 
' all be bad : Theſe men in their Peritions to your Lord- 


ſhip, confidently ell you ( for they /eldom ſpeak mo- 
deity ) that Titbes are Popiſh, yea lewiſh, anduhere- 


fore to be aboliſhed; the endowment of Churches by 


them, ſuperſtitious ; the withbolding of them, lawful, 
and the pdiment of 1Memginjtrious. Whether Will not 
$bis ſpirit of errour (in the appearance of an Angel 
of light ) at laſt lrad them ? nay, unto what beight 
bath it not alreadyc. ' 1them, when they can turn 
Beaſt into Beſt, and pleu. for arvery Saul robe arrue 
Paul ? | | | 
My Lord, Fame hath reported you to be a Ju7geof 
the old Portraiture, To bave an Bagleseyeby an cxatt 
ans di'igent ſearch to theCauſe before you ; a Ladies 
hand in the tranſatbion of Cauſes with much tender- 
neſſe and compAſiton ; and a Lions beart, to break the 
jaws of the wicked, and to jluck be prey out of their 
rte:tb, | | 
God and th! Law, by divers ancient and late Char- 
ters, wich the Kings and Princes of this Natios, in 
th-ir grace and favour bave granted rothe City 0/ Lon- 
don ( which they made and called their Chamber 
have armed your Lord(bip with Power ts do great 
things:if youexerciſe it with your Parrs,no Gariſons et- 
cber of {chilme cr ſinne, can long hold out inthis City 


l 


| 


The Epinls Dekinney 


Inthis great accomplifhment 1 ned not jrompt your 
Loraſbip what todo, 1 doubt not but you will make it 
your ſtudy, yourcare,your duty, zo purge 7h1s City 
from that accurſed and execrable finne of Sacriledge, 
by caufing the maws of ſuch guilty perſons ( like the bel- 
ly of Ionahs whale ) ro diſgorge the lawfull patrimony 
of the Church ; that the bleſiing of bim that was ready to 
periſh, may come upon you, and that you may cauſethe 
bearts of the poor Miniſters of London to ng for joy ; 
that your daies may b: wultiplicd as pbe ſand, and 
when tbey expire, that God may then make youtodie in 
your neſt leaving a bleſſed memoriall bebinde you, 

Is was the praiſe of Conſtantine the Grear, to be 
called the Ad'wocate of Gods Church, which be rhonght a 


greater gloryto bim, then to be Emperour of the whole 


world. And ler it be a greater Honour to the great 
Lord Major of London (for ſp hath bis Office made 
bim ) to be accounted #he Churches Advocate, inhelp- 


ing the Miniſters of London fo their juſt Patrimony, 


then robe Governour in Chief of that great City; which 
Honour, let it be the portion and inheritance of your 
Lordſbip, and of your vertuous Succeſſours for ever ; 
So prayeth be that maketh it his utmoſt ambition, to be 
£9 your L oraſhip and to that whole City, an 


A vowed vols ged ſervant; 
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24 HE common Law of Ezg/ard, the beſt Laiy 
© forthis Nation in the world (as might eaft- 
ly be proved, were it incident to the argu- 
* ment I have in hand ) doth lay forth all it's 
intereſt and juriſdiction in the preſervation 
and maintenance of three things, The juſ# priviledges and 
preeminences of the Crowne of England, Thejaſt rights of the 
Churchof England, And the just rights apd liberties of the_s 
people of England. The firſt 1s called by the Regiſter of 
Writs, Privilegium Regis, Orifus Reginams, The tfecond is 
called, Jus Eccleſie, or 715 Eceleſtaiticum, The third is 
called, 7ws Populi, or Libertates Anglie, Theſe three 
make up the whole body ofthe common Law, a Law ſo 
peaceable for the keeping alltheſe three in unity, that for 


ſtiled by the name of Peace z Pax Dez, in reference to the 


of the King,and Pax Regn,in reference tothe rights of the 
| DD | people. 


this very cauſe it is, by the ancient Laws of this Realm, 


K, /ames 
pal. 
Speech, 
I 699. 


rights of the Church, PexiRegs,in referencets the 'rights_ 
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A Defence of Tithes, 


people. I ſhall write only of the firſt, and but of ſome 
paic of that neither, vi. concerning the endowments of 
the Church with Glebe and Tithes, by occaſion of divers 
late ſcandalous -Pamphlers , or rather Paſquils, calling 
them Jewiſh, Popiſh, Antichriſtian, &c. ſcarce fir 
ro be named, leſſe fit to be anſwered with any other an- 
{wer, then that of Sexeca, Solocontemptu reſhondere. 

He that reproveth a ſcorner, laith Solomon, getteth himſelf 
4 blet, which falleth outeſpecially where a man is to deal 
with the Vulgar, more fitted to quarrellehen to judge,and 
. muchapter to wrangle, then to reſolve, whole diſcourſes 
when you hall have rak'd intothe rothe very bottom, you 
ſhall finde more {landers of truth then objections againſt 
it, and ſcandals in ftead of arguments. And to ſtrive with 
ſuchkinde of men, [whoſe contention 1s more for victory, 
then for truth, the match is not equall ; which hath made 
me often to pity the lot of many learned men in theſe days, 
who far their religious and paintull writings againſt Se- 
aries, have received no other rewards of their labours 
then thoſe that meddle with waſps. And therefore I will 
at preſent anſwer| all their erroneous papers concerning 
Tithes,oftendends werizatems, by holding forth the truth to 
all that will ſee it, the light whereof, if it appear not to 
rhem, it is becauſe their mindes are exther darkned through 
ignorance, or obſtinated with errour; like thoſe men who 


in a clear Sun-ſhine ſee nolight, becauſe they are either. na- 


twrally blinde, or wiltully cloſe theireyes. Yeritas (faith 


the Philoſopher )/ eft index ſui c0bliqui.l ſhall therefore in 
this ſhort diſcourſe handle only two things. 


I. That Tithes are juſtly and lawfully due to Miniſters 

underthe. Golſpe], Tp | 
2.That thai! Miniſters hayesjuft remedy in Law to re- 
cover them inall places, and particularly in Lopdow. 
bk | For 
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A Defence of Tithes, 

For the opening and underſtanding sfthe firſt,ir would 
not be impertinent to handle four things. 

1. Theoriginall of Tithes, BO. 

_ 2. By whom, andto whom they ought tobe paid. 

3. Outof what things they are to be paid. And 
| 4+ By what right TthesSare due : wherein there is 4 
great controveriie and a Jarge diſpute between the School- 
men, the Canoniſts, the Civilians and Caluiſts, whether 
Tithes be due jure Divine, of jure Canenice, or ſwre Impera- 
torio, Or jure mixto. But I intend a ſhort diſcourſe, and 
Rot a volume. All theſe things are handled at large m 
Summa Rojella, and Summa Angelica, in AForim, Navarra, 
Rebuffues, Linwood, and others ; and therefore I fnall paſſe 
them over, all of them agreeing in this, that Tithes are 
rightfully dueto Charch-men, and the derenſton of them 
isno lefle crime then fſacriledge. I will only apply my 
ſelf to ſhew by what right the endowment of Churches 
by Tithes and Glebe are due here in Zxglara, a Nation 
that exceedsany inthe world for liberality and bounty ro 
Clergy-men(which is an ancient and very propernametor 
Miruſters of the Goſpel ordained tothat fanction,as I ſhall 
ſhew anon. ) : | | 

For the clearing of which I ſhall lay down thete 
grounds, | — 


Firſt, That inall ages of the world, as well in the time 
of the Goſpel, as in the time ofthe Law, holy and devour 


men, not out of ſuperſtition or blinde zeal, but out of 
conſcience and honourto Almighty God,whom they ſer- 
ved, and in duty to him the ſupream Lord of their carth - 
ly ſubſtance, as well as of their fouls and bodies, have 
ever given and beſtowed upon him and his ſervice, as a 
free g1ft, ſome part and portion of their goods and poſſeſ- 
fions. And the firſt that in the book of God we __ to 
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A Defence of Tithes, 

have oftcred in this kinds, were two of the holieſt men 
taat evertrod upon Gotscarth, Abraham and 7acob, the 
one the father of all the faithtull « the other of all the 
twelve Tribesof 1ſracl; andchat which they both pitcher 
upon in their guts, vere Tithes: For Abrahams, ſaith the 
Text, gave to Melch;ſcaech Prieft of the high God Tithe of all, 
Gen.14.20. and facob 1n his journey to. Haran vowed a 
vow to God, that if he would be with him,and blefſe him 
in that journey, Of ail that thou [halt give ( {aid he, Gen.28. 
22.) 1 will ſurcly give the Tenth unto thee, Whetiter theſe 
two Patriarks did this by anſtin of nature (the very Hea- 
then, accordingrto Pliny in his Nat. hiſt,l;b.12. doing the 
like ) or whether by a divine compariſon chey thought it 
not as fit a proportion to give to God a tenth of their 
goods, asa ſeventh of their time; or whetherthere being 
at that time no law written, nor Prophetto inſtructthem, 
they were not taught of God ſo to doe ( with whom they 
had familiarity by his frequent apparitions to them ) and 
as a proportion which hej afterwards would require and 
command to be given to Zevi, one of their children, and 
ro his poſterity, out of which he choſe the Prieſthood, 1 
will not now diſpute it. After this, they and rheir poſte- 
rity built. Altars and Tabernacles to God, and Solomon 
butlr him a ſumptuous Temple, the glory of the. world, 
and the infinite riches that were given tothele in Cedars, 
Shittim wood, mirble, braſle, iron, ſilver, gold, preci- 
* ous ſtones,c5c. are invaluable. In the time of the Go- 
ipe!,. and at {uch time as the Church was in perſecution, 
as inthe times of the Apoſtles ( all of them ſuffering mar- 
Lyraome, faith Pgrothers , bur John the Evangeliſt ) the 
firſt, Chriſtians fold all their poſſeſſions, and gave the 
price of them to Goil, layingthein downar: the Apoſtles 
text, Ad.z4. And fiice the daics of perſecution, when 
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the Church of God had reſt and peace, thoſe moſt Chri. 


ſtian Emperours Conſtantine and Theodoſins, what by the 
Churches and Temples they built and dedicated to God, 
thelarge and liberal endowmeats of them withGlebe and 


| Tithes,r the 1020ur and reſpect they gave to Church-men, 
the ſtrict Lawes they mace for the quiet enjoyment of 


thoſe endow mom / and acainſt the alienation of them 
trom the Chur: | have rendered them famous for piety 
and vertue to xl hs And here in Enzland, about 
an hunared years beiore, Lacizs thelfirſt C hriſtian King, 
and firſt anointed in the world, and divers'more Kings of 
Enzland, long beforethe daies of ſyperſtition ( which I 
will not meddle wich, abhorring ſuperſtition as much as 
any ) followed the fame patern, and the firſt words of 


their Charters and grarts,began like tha of Magna Charta, 


Conceſs. mus Deo && Eceleſte, | 

4, Theſkcond groundis this, That the Law of God 
penned by Moſes concerning the paiment of Tithes to the 
Levites, trom whom wv Jerethe Priefthoo1, as ro the letter 
of that Law, as it refers toa preciſe renth ps rt of the fruits 


ofthe earth, neither inore nor leſie.and the manner oftne. 


paiment of 1t,in relation tothe tacrifices of the old Law, is 
meerly Ceremoni2li, and abrogatedby Chriſt, who he- 
ng ade. Sacrifice, put 2n end ro theſe dead ones under 
Moſes : but as £9 the equity of Tithes, that a competent 
portion ( I doe not {av, quota pars, a juſttenth, but M4an- 
7a pars, a-fit maintenance.) ſhouldoutof the fruits of the 
earth be allowed for the livelihootiand {uppoft-oi the I- 
vangelicall Pricſthood under {hrifty; which came-in lieu 
ot the Levaricall Prieſthood unier. anoſes, itis moralt and 
laftsro this day. This I proveby the Law it (elf, Numb. 
18:21, Behold, 1 have given the children of Dewi all the> 
ieth in tract for ar interitance, for thiir ſervice which they 


HE (ſerve. 
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x Cor.o. 


P7% 


takers ofthe Altar ? even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that 


A Defence of Tithes, 
ſerve, even the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the Congregation. 


T his was the reaſon of that Law,now that kinde of Prieft- 


hood being changed, and a better come1n the room, and 
{uch who ſerve ata better Tabernacle, and at a better Al- 
tar, being Chriſt hinaſelt (for fo he is called, Heb.13.10.) 
and who offers a better Sacrifice to God then the Leviri- 
call Prieſthood, evena Sacrifice of praiſeto God continu- 
ally, asthe ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 13.15. It is grear 


reaion that theſe, performing the ſame fervicein ſubſtance, - 
ſhould partake of the ſame, or like wages. This is the 


very Argument of the Apoſtle Pas/, Do not you know (faith 
he) that they which miniiter about holy things, liveof the_s 
things of the Temple, and they which wait at the Altar are» 


theſe which preach the $oſpel, thowld live of the Goſpel. This 
will betterappearby comparing the Law of Tithes with 
other things under the Law,which are now abrogated by 
the Goſpel as tothe Ceremony,bur astothe ſubſtance and 
morality remain to this day. I will.in ſtead of many, give 
buttwo or three inſtances. | 

1. The Law ofthe Sabbath by the fourth Command- 
ment, tied men to the obſervation of a ſeventh day,which 
ſeventhday the Jews obſerved from the firſt day of the 
Creation; this.as to that day,is now as much abrogated as 
the paiment of Tithes tothe Levites;there is no precept in 
all the new Teſtament foraltering of that day to the firit 
day of the week, but only the conſtant cuſtome of rhe 


Church,, ever ſince the time of Chriſt. Is therefore rhe 


morality of the Sabbath gone * God forbid. Here might 
I rake occaſion to commend the Church of Ezglandabove 
any reformed Church in the world, for the holy obſerva- 
tion of this day ; but I will not digreſſe. And therefore, 
ſay, as the morality of the Sabbath {till continues, as to 
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A Defente of Tithes, 

give God one day in ſeven for his worſhip, ſo, I ſay, the 
morality ofthe Law of Tithes,asto a fir maintenance for 
Gods Miniſters that attend the worthip, continues to thus 
day in Ex2/and, and I hopeever will. | 

2. The Law of Circumciſion, asto the cutting off of 
the fore-skin ofthe fleſh in Infants, is meerly Ceremoni- 
all; bur yet the morality of it, as co baptizing of Infants, 
{till continues,and yetthere is no precept inthe Goſpel for 
baprtizing of Infants. E= | - 

3. Thelike inſtance is in the Paſchall Lamb, abrogared 
as to that Ceremony, but ſtill continues,astothe celebra- 
tion of the Lords Supper, which comes inthe room there- 
of; from both which may be concluded ſtrong interences 
of reaſon for the continuance of Tithes in that ſenſe I have 
expreſſed of them. | | | | 
| 3. The third ground is this, that this way of main- 
renanceof Church-men by Tithes,isthe moſtancient, and 
the molt juſt way that can benamed, 

1. Forthe firſt, it is as old as Melchifedech Prieft ro the 
Ancient of daies, and fromthe time of the Law; and all 
the time of Chriſtianity, it hath continued a conſtant 
Church-maintenance thorowout Chriſtendome, till the 
Reformation of Religion in the daies of Zuther and Cal- 
vin, In thoſe places of reformed' Religion, where the 
Reformation was orderly,whichare farrethe greater num-_ 
ber, that kinde of maintenance continues to this day. But : 
where it was done by popular tumult and power of the 
Sword, that kinde'of maintenance was taken away, and . 
wih itthe very Churches themſelves,and themoſt part of | 
their revenues. | | | 

2. Secondly,It is moſt juſt. There were three principle | 
reaſons why Txhes were to. be paid tothe Levites of the 
Law; The firſt in reſpe& oftheir perfons. 'The ſecond, 

art No |. Al 


\ 


A Defence of Titbes,' 


in regard of their work. And thephird, in regard of their 
W ages. 

x. For the firſt, The Law is given in Numb.18.20. and 
Pent.10.9, that Leivi was not to \ have any inhericance in 
the Land,like theother Tribes, forthat God was his-parr 
and inheritance, and they were his, and that may thould 
wholly depend upon him , not upon the gitts of men; 


winch he ſhewed, , in that; he gavethem their maintenance | f 


by the encreaſe of the fruits ofthe earrh, being an act of 
his immediace providence, allthe inien in the world being 
not able ro make the ſmalleſt herb of the field co grow. 
And is not this the caſe of Levi.under the Goſpel 2 Are 
not the Miniſters underthe Goſpel truly,and proper ly,and 
very anciently called,Clerwus Domini,the Lords portion or 
inheritance, tor theſe two reaſons ? Firſt, As the Levites 
were [eparared from the reſt of the Tribes for the Lords 
Sanctuary : Soare Miniſters under the Goſpel ſeparated 
ftromallthe people by Ordigation from God in impoſition 
of hands. "The Text torthus 1s very plain, Ac.13.1,2,3. 
For whenat the Church of Antioch certain Prophets and 
reachers were met; amongſt whom was Barnabas and Saul 
( afterward called Paul) As theſe miniſtredto the Lord and 
faſted, the holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whyeunto Thaveealied them, &c. Here isthe pro- 
per ſenſe ofthe work z4pF, Gods lot or inheritance, in 
thac they are ſepazared by the holy Ghoſt tro God, and to 
his ſervice. ||} 

2. fsSthe Tithes which the Levites received out of the 
fruits ofthe earth were called :Gods portion : fo are the 
Tithes paid ro Church-men underthe Goſpel, frequently 
called Gods portion, or patrimonium Eccleſia. | 

2. Theſecondreaſon why Fithes were paid'tothe' Le- 


VILES,WAS fortheſx work -and&: continuall attendance at his 


Altar, 
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A Defence of Tithes. 

Altar, for they were either praying or ſacrificing, or 
preparing for the ſacrifice all the day long, and theretore 
they were not to be troubled with plowing and ſowine, 
and cthet labours that fhould hinder] them trom the San- 
cuary. And doth not the ſame reaſon hold for Mini- 
ſters underthe Goſpel 7 are they not in the work of the 
Miniſtery, to beinſtant.in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon. The 
ancient Fathers in the Primitive times (I willnot (ay ir 
| is ſonow) were either praying or preaching, or writin”, 

or ſtudying, allthe dayes of their lives, and medled nor 
| with ſecular bufineſles; Andrthis is! the reaſon why by 
the Stature of 21 Hey. 8. chap.13. Miniſters are not 
to take Lands to farm, under the |pain of ten Pounds . 
a Moneth, that they might not be ditracted in their 
Miniſteriall function, in preaching|and teaching Gods 
Word, as it is expreſt in that Statute : and this is the 
\ cauſe why the maintenance by Tithes was provided tor 
| them, as having the leaſt diſtraction |in it. A man may 

take Tithes (as the Engliſh proverb 1s, in his ſhirt) The 
meaning 1s, there 15 no plowing, nor iowing, nor mow- 
ing in the gathering up of Tithes: nor any tuch toylſom 
labour, as co wear out his old cluzths, nor at tuch atime 
Of the year, as to put him to ths cMmmrgeto buy new, 

2. The third reaſon isin reſpect of) taeir wanes, ns their: 
perſons were to be holy, ſo thei: wages were to be juſt. 
The hire of a whore, andthe price of 2 dog, was not to 
be brought into the houſe of the .þrd, D:n7.2 3. If the 
payments had been macetothem, Oo £© Miunifters now, 
in ſurmmes of money, they mignr have been the wa es 
of bribery, extortion and oppretiion : Bur their waves 
were tOarile out of the innocent and harmics truits of the 
earth, whole naturall producttois are not guiry of any 
manner of bribery or corruption. | 
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| 10 A Defence of [, hes, 
| 4. My fourthand laſt ground is this; Admitring there 
were no Law ot nature to warrant that duty, of giving 
part of our goods and poſlerſtons to God and his Church, 
nor no ground 11 Scriprure to warrant that Law, yer | 
when ſuch thingsare by tſolemne and delibsrare Acts of | 
men, and ſometimes by inftruments under their hands || 
and ſeals given to God, they remain the proper poſſeflion | 
of God tothe worlds end, and cannot be alienated, nor 
raken away from that pious ule to which they weregiven; 
ifthey be, God accounts it as A robbery done to him. 
W hen things are given to God and his ſervice, the pro- 
verty of thoſe things-are in God, and fo he accounts of 
chem * When Sg/omon built him a Temple, and Gcedica- 
red ir to his worihip, God-calls it his; My howſe,ſaith he, 
ſhall be called the houſs of prayer. And as God thus ac- 
counts of cke th1825 givento him, to was it the intentand 
meaning otalltabſerhat honoured him with thele gitrs 
tro inveſt him wich the whole property and interett of 
them : In which reſpe& the ſtile of ancient Graunts 
and Charters runne according to that of Mag. Charta. 
| Cav.1. We have 7iven to God,for ws and our heirs, &c. ve 
© ». Car. know faith Charles the'oreat, that the 7ood's of. the Church, 
= are th:ſucredindewments of God, To the Lord our God we 
offer and azaicate whitſocver we deliver to bis Church +: And. 
rhetaking away Of tuch things trom the uſe they were gi- 
ven, hath been 12 ail ages, and by all Lawes accouined 
Sacrileage. | | 
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law of the I. Tales, Sacrum ſarove cemmendat im qui 
a mpſerit ravſeritue Parttitda c:10: He That ſhall rake away a- 
ny facred thimg,| or that is|given to a ſacred ute, Ter him 
be accounted a Parricive; And weknow that Annancs 
and Saphirah were for this caule {initten with dearh, and 
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| Defence of Tithe. F 
re | the reaſon was given,becaule that after they had giventhe 
10 | ownerſhip to God. the price of their Lands was not their 
h, | own. And whoever ſhall but read the ſolemn execrati- 
e& | ons, uſed inthoſe ancient Charters of Church-endow- 
of | ments, againſt thoſe that ſhall alienate them to other nies : 
Js i aman would wonder, how any man durft preſumero ferch 
n | bura ſtick from that Altar to kindle his own fire, leſt ir 
or | ſhould utterly waſte and conſume his habitation for 
n; | ever. 

N, We may obſerve by daily experience, in the ordinary 
>- | caſes of Charitable uſes, upon the Statute of 43 F/iz.cap. 
of | - 4- When Landsor goodsare given by men for the rnend- 


a- | ingot a High-way, or the repairing of a Bridge, if the 
e, i Truſtees for this charitable uſe , ſhallcurn this gift to their 
c- | own private profir,it1s in Law a miſin ployment, contrary 


d | totheintention of the donour, for which they forfeir their 
rs | truſt, andother men ſhall by the Commithoners be pur 


pf | in their rooms, and their eſtates ſhall be anſwerable for 
rs | that miſimployment: Nay itthey beſtow this gift upon 
2. | 2 more pious uſe, as the repairota Church, the mainte 

7? | nanceofa Preacher Cc. yerthis SA miſimployment, be- 
h, cauſe it was not ding to the minde of the donour, 
e whoſe intention 1S In this caſe of {fuch eſft-em in Law, thar 
d. | all Decrees made by Commiſſioners upon ma Srarure, 


ifrhey be againſt the apparant intention of the ConoUr are 
void, wholeintention 15 {0 reſpects d in Law.,that rather 
then it {hall not be periormed, the: fundamentall rules of 


at Law ſhall not be obſerved: as to give one example im 
w | ftead of many. By the rate of Law ,Copyhold I:2nd 
a- | catnor be aliend but by ſurrender, but yet it a man de- 


mn | vitz Land, not formerly ſurrendred tc a charitable ule, «5 7:4 
i | yet ths 15 ' 200d, and ſhall be conftruec An appoint! Nene; Faves 

oh Catc in 
d toa Char table ule within the Statute of 4: Ez, though ©. 
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by the-rules of Law it could not paſſe without ſurrender. 
How much moreis the Law of Enzland caretail to pre- 
ſerve the eadowments of the Church, given to the high- 
eſt uſes, wherein the fqunders are ſo carefull to preſerve 
them in the continuance of thoſe utes, that you ſhall com- 
monly tinde inthe end of their Charters of grant, words 
ro this effect; If any ſhat tke away, or apply to any other uſe, 
that which 1 have here given, let himbe Anathema, and let 
his account be without mercy p the dreadful day of judgement, 
when he ſhall receive hs doom from the Judge of H eaven and 
earth, towhomT dedicate the ſame, 

| And thus have Idone with my Grounds, tn al which. 
as likewiſe throughout my whole diſcour ſe, I defireto be 
only underſtood concerning Tithes and Glebe }eing the 
only ſubject matter of this Treatiie, and the only things 
now oppoled by thoſe Pamphlcts. 

Thele four grounds being laid, it will now be no dif- 
ficult matter to provethe firſt head I laid dow n, vi&. 

T har Tythes are juſtly and lawtully due tv Miniſters 
underthe Goſpel. 

Firſt, They are duerothem by the Law ofthe Gofj pel, 
that Law which the Apoſtle Paul calls the Ordinance of 
God, in theſe words, 1 Cor.g.14. Even ſo bath the Lord 
ordergned, that thoſe which preach the Goſpel ſhould lrve of the 
Goſpel : The realan of this Law is rendred in the verſe 
next before, Do ye mot know ( faith he ) that thoſe which mi- 
\riſter _— baly things, [ve of the things of the Temp le, and 
they which wait at the Altar, are p wrtakers with the Altar 
Even ſo hath the Lard ordcign ca, tha! rhoſe which preach the 
Geſpel ſhor'd liveof th: Go et. So that the Law of +/0ſes, 
and the Law of the G9 pet agree both 11 his, thar the 
Miniſters of the G; oc we to have as due to thera , A; TO” 
portionavic mayitenance with the Lev tes 2nd Pri: bom 
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der the Law: The Levites that miniſtred about holy 
thiogs, they were to have of the Tithes belonging to the 
Temple, but were no offering of the Altar : The Prieſts 
. that attended at the Altar, were to have as their due from 
tize people ( forſois the Law,Denr. ;8.3 3 of every ſacri- 
fice oftcred on the Altar, whether 0 x: by 1eep,the ſhoulder, 

the two cheeks aud the mam, even fo.the Miniſters of the 
| Goſpel,are to have from the people, as their due, not asan 
' alms,the Goſpel maintenance, thar is,thoſe endowments 
of the Church, being for the moſt part Tithes and Glebe 
given by Chriſtians to God and his Church, forthe pro- 
pagation of the Golpel : And the equity and juſtice of 
this Law, the ſame Apoſtle.confirms by many more rea- 
ſons, in the ſix next precedent v erſes. Firſt, From the 
Law Of Warre, Who goeth to warfare, ſaith he, at his own 


charge? Secondly, From the Law of nature, 11s feedeth 
a flock, ſaith he, ont eateth aot of the mike : ? Who planteth a 


vineyard and eateth not of the jrutt ? | Thiraly, From the 
Law of God ,ver.8,9. Say 1theſe things as 4 man,laih tt 
the Law the ſame allo ? Forit is written 1% the Law of Moles, 

Thon jhall not muzle the mouth of the Oxe that treadeth out 
the corne. And trom all theſe inters this corclufi »n, wer. 
II. If wc have ſown unto you (biritu all things, is it agrcat 
thing that we ſhall reap your tarnall thinzs ? The later end 
of theſe words of the Apoltle, Thoſe that preach the Go- 
ſþet, ſha! live of the Goſpel, are inthe/Originall, ou #4 rv2y- 

ris C17, and have this ſence in the judgement of very 
jearned Interpreters viz. Thoie t| thet preach the Go- 
ſpel, {hall live of the gift or rewart of che Goſpel ; for 
which they give two reaſons: Firl {t] Theſe words are an 
errido;:s CO A 4507-74; NEXT before, ind| have this ſence, tht 


as thoſe Erb wait at the Alr tar, (hall partake of obs o1fe | 


of the Altar, fo they that preach the glad tydings of rhe 
C1 Gol pel; 
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A Defence of Tithes, 

Goſpel, thall live of the gift or reward due for thoſe glad 
rydings. Secondly, The true and proper {ignification 
of the word «<©2;;47 will bear, forrhough in the New 
'Ceſtament it commonly {1gnifies glad tydings, yet.in ma- 
ny other Greek Authours, it fignifies a gitt or reward for 
00d tydings. That text of the 2 $4z2.4.10. as it is ren- 
dred in Greek by the Septuaginr, leaves no place for con- 
rradidtion ; where King David ſyeaks thus to Rechah and 
Baanah, who brought 1/h»oſheths head unto him 5 When 
one told me ( ſaith he ) Behold Saul & dcad ( thinking to bring 
ze goodtydings ) I took hold of him and ſlew him 13 Ziglas, 
who thouzht I would havegiven him a reward for his tydings, 
for the[e words (| 1 would have given him areward for his 
tydings ).the Greek is © ie w d3ra tvi7; 2h", Cui oporruit me 
aediſſe enangelium : The vulgar latine renders it, mercedem 
pro nuntia : The Chaldee Paraphraſt, Donum boni mAnty ; 
the reward of good tydings: Many more Authours 
might be quored, where that word 'tuzy>tr, or glad ty- 
dings,1s taken for 2 gift or reward of them, which tor bre- 
vitics {ake I ſhall omit. | | =} 

Secondly, Tithes are due by the Law of Reaſon, from 
whichlaw the Imperiall lawes which are very ſevere in 
the enjoyning the payment of Tithes, derive their prin- 
ciples : to which|law of Reaſon mo{t Nations in the 
world, Pagan as |vell as Chriſtian, have conſented in 
the payment of Tithes, to men employed about the ad- 
miniſtration of holy things: Eſpecially Chriſtian Narti- 
0ns,as might abundantly be thewed. Tr is true,that with- 
iathis laſt hundred years, ſome few” Reformed Church- 
es have taken away from the Clergy their ancient en- 
dowments of Tithes and Glebe, ro their own uſe, and 


4 


have allowed them in lew rhereof, certain yearly ſti- 
pends not an{werable tothe huge flzeces they took from 
| them, 
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them, as may appear in divers Countrey dorpes or villa- 
ges in Germany, the Palatinate and elſe where, by which 
means the Miniſters in thoſe places are become very 1g- 
norant and poor, andthat [pnorance occaſioned by heir 
poverty in wanting moneyto9 buy them books, and their 
preaching as well as their perſons deſpiſed ( A contemp-_ 
tible maintenance making a contemptible Miniſtery) 
This calamity learned Gualter ſaw and lamented in his 
| time, complaining that not onely Papiſts, but ſuch, #4 
Religions [ett itores videri volt, tamen opes eccleſiaftic rs, 
ſacrilegs mann ad [e rapiunt :evea fuch ({airh he) as would 
ſeem to be profeſſors of true Reformed Religion, yer do 
with ſacrilegeous hands takethe Church-goods to them- 
ſelves. Whence he forerells, thar it| will come to pafle,z 
Scholz frige.mt doctifvumi quiq, " dilabantur: That the Schools 
will every where be neglected, and [learned men utterly 
decay : Wherezs here in Englund, by means of better 
maintenance ofthe Church, allowed to Miniſters asrheis 
own, and not dep2naait on; the peovle, (agreeing to that 
law of reaſon 1 ipake of) their perlons are more eſteemed 
and loved, their preaching more learned, laborious and 
efte&tua!l, and the Word of God more graciouſly and 
truitully Teceived then in any Nation in the World. 

Thirdly, Tithes are due by the Poſitive Laws of the 
Land, and have been due ro Church-men ever ſince 
. Chriltianity was planted in Fnzland. 

Theſe politive Laws derive as much from the Law of 
Reaſon as any Laws imche worid, |inſomuch that it 15 4 
maximein the Law concerning Tyrhes, that they aredue 
of Common Right, de Co: mui 7ure, and that therefore 
da preſcription te 7:08 derimaniao, £9 pay no manner Or 
Tithes, 15 againſt Common Righr or Common Reaſon, 
andtherefore void, This Law concerning Tithes,is like- 
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A Defence of Titbes. 
wile' eſtablithed |and confirmed by many Adqts of 
Parliament, of which I will only name fix : The Sta- 
ture of 13 'td.r. called Circumſpect? azetis, : The Sta- 
rute of & E4.2. called UAriicult Cleri: The Statute of 
27 Hen.8.C.20. 3z Hen.$.C.7. 2 Ed.6.C.13. and the Sta- 
tute of 37 Hen. $.C.12. for Tithes in London, 

Having thus proved the Right of Tithes, I come now 


' to the healed head, being the Remedy at Law for the re- 


covery of theſe Tiches when they are deteined. 

Remedy and Right do uſually go together at Com- 
mon Law : That Right which 1s in Law called Reme- 
dilefle is very rare, and happens only in ſuch caſes where- 
of there hath been no precedent ſeiſen or poſleſſion, 
which talls not. out lin the caſe of Tithes, of which there 
hath been-a Conſtant {eiſen and poſſeſſion i in the Church 
of Encland: But the remedy for Trthes were anciently 
inthe Kings temporall Courts, Mic. 7 E4.1.70t.21. Lin- 
wood de Fore Competent. Tr. C02: [nZit. fol. 439, &c. 
18 E4.3.c.7. (as it-was by the Imperiall Laws in the 

Civil Courts of Erperours ) ſometimes 1n the Sheriffs 
Turne; fometiimes by ſtire facies in the Chancery : And 
the Right of Tiches were likewile tried im che Kings tem- 
porall "Courts, 45 by the aicient Vritts of De recto at 
Advoratione decian. —_ and the W: itt of L3a7c1vit na 
appear : The firſt 'Staruc's that annexed Tirnes to the Ec- 
clefiaſticall > gy 2:rc£ts therein with the Common 


| Law) are the Starures of TITA 2.Cap 5. and Crircumſbe- 
(te azatis, made both in one year, viz. 13 Fd.r. The 


next Statute 15 9 F4.2. cried . ra Clcrti + but becauſe 
theremedy mthe Ecclelraitica | Corts, wear no further 

then {pirituall cenſi: es, the luznefſt whereof 1s Excom- 
munication, numbers of perſor: ; cared notre h2zard their 
{fouls ſothey Mi2At {ave their The, AndLouue purpoſe 
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A Defence of Tithes, 
is the expreſſion of the Act of Parliament of 27 Hep.8. 
Cap.20. That whereas numbers of evil diſpoſed perſons, ha- 
ving no reſpect of their duty to Almighty God, but againſt 
nNeht and good conſcience, did withhold their Tithes due ts 
God and holy Church, as is inthat Statute more ar large ex- 


E preſled : By which Statute it is provided, thart it any per- 
ſon refuſe to obey the Proceile of the Eccleſiaſticall 


Court for the payment of Tithes, that then upon com- 
plain or information of the Ordinary,te any ot the Lords 
ofthe Councel, orby two Juſtices of Peace, whereof one 
co be of che Quorum in the County where ſuch offender 
dwelleth, that then the ſaid Lord of the Councel and 
ewe Juſtices, ſhall commit ſuch offenderto priſon, with-' 
out bayl or mainpriſe, untill he ſhall] pur in furety by-Re- 
cogniſance to ſuch Councellour and Juſtices of Peace, 
to obey the Proceſleof the Eccleſiaſticall Courr. 

The likeremedy is given by the Stature of 32 Hey.$. 
cap.7. for a lay perſon Farmor of Tithes, by two Juſtices 
ot Peace, after definitive ſentence in the Eccleſiaſticall 
Court, for the recovery of the Tithes wichheld and ſub- 
ſtraced againſt any perſon refuſing to obey the ſaid ſen- 
rence. | | 

The Statute of 2 E4.6.' cap.t3. Gecides the ſuit for 
Tithes, to be partly 1n the ſpirituall, Court, partly in the 
temiporall Court of the King ; for perſonall Tithes, as 
Wool, Lamb, Flax, Hemp, Apples,&c. the ſuitis only inthe 


_Ecclefisſticall Court, bur for prediall Tithes, as 


Corn, Grain, Hay,&c. the ſuit may be either in the Kings 


 temporall Court by action of debt for the recovery of 


the treble value, or in the Eccleſiaſticail Court for-the 

double value. | | 
And this was the Law for the recovery of all Tithes 
whatſoever in the Kingdom of Engiana, till the Statiites 
—- B : 
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| A Nefence of Tithes, 


of 27 Hen.8.ctp.25. 35 Hen R,cap.12. did alter the courſe 
of Law for Tithes of the holes mn Londen, which I come 
now to ſpeak of. 2 
To ſpeak properly: No Tithes are to be paid out of 
houſes; tor 'Tiches, by the Law, are out of things that in- 
creaſe, not out of things that diminiſh, out of things that 
grow, notout of things that decay : Burt becauſe Houſes 


are built upon Lands,out of which Tithes iflued, compo- 


{irtons were made by the owners of ſuch houſes with the 
Incumbent, for a yearly rent or ſumme to be paid to him, 
in liew of Tithes for the ground on which they were 
built ; this compoſition was called,a wodus decimanad;,for 
which they ſued in London, before the Statutes of 27 Hey. 
8. cap.21. and 37 Hep. $. cap. 12. inthe Eccleſiaſticall 
Court, as they Gai in other Cities and Burroughs 
thorowout Erz/and, but theſe two Statutes made an al- 
teration of the Law, and that the ſuit of Tithes ſhould be 
before the Lord Major of Londen,% in his default, betore 
the Lord Chancellour or Keeper of England; which is 
the reaſon why the Statutes of 27 Hen.8.cap.20. 32 Hen. 
8.c4p.7. and 2 E4.6.cap.13. do make ſpeciall proviſoes 
gd excepiions of Tie City and Inhabitants of London, 
concerning their paiment of Tithes, 
Ic appears by the Statute of 27 Her. 8. cap. 21. that 
ere was much contention and ſtrife inthe City of Lon- 
don and liberties of the ſame, between the Miniſters and 
Citizens of London, concerning the paiment of Tithes, 
ovlations and other duties within the ſaid City; forthe 
appealing whereof, a cettain Order and decree-was there - 
or made,by The. Cranmer Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and 
Tho. Lord 4niley, Lord Chancellour of Enzland, who 
male their Order and decree thereof abour the Feaſt of 
Ba#er, Anno Dy 1535, Which was confirmed by the 
FD Letters 
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| A Defenceof Tithes. 
Letters Patents of King Her.8. and his Proclamation 


thereupon: Afterwards at, the Parliament on the fourth 
of February, 27 Hen.8. it wasthenenated; That the Ci- | 


tizens and Inhabitants of the ſame City, ſhould from 
Eaſter next following, pay their Tithes ro the Curates 
of the ſaid City and ſuburbs, according to the ſaid 
decree, untill fach time |.as any other Order or Law 
ſhould be made and confirmed by the Kings High- 
neſle, &c. and that every perſon denying to pay his 
Tithes, according to the ſaid decree, ſhould by the 
commandment of the Lord Major for the time be- 
ing, be committed to priſon, there to remain, untill 
ſuchtime as he ſhould have agreed with the Curate for 
the ſaid Tithes ; as by the aid Statute already printed in 
the old Statutes at large may more appear: According to 
which Order and decree, the Citizens and Inhabitants of 
London, duely and orderly payed their Tithes to their ſe- 
verall Curates, for the ſpace of ren years rogether, untill 
the 37*" year of Hen.8. at which time divers variances 
and contentions did newly ariſe between the Miniſters 
and Curates of the ſaid City, andthe Citizens and Inha- 
bitants of London, touching the paiment of the {aid 
Tithes, oblations and other duties; which ſtrite did grow, 
not from any unjuſtneſle in thar Order and Decree, bur 
becauſe certain words and termes ſpecified in the ſaid 
Order and Decree were darke and obſcure, and not fully 
and plainly ſer forth, as by the Statute of 37 Hen.8. cap. 


r2.may appear : Whereupon, as well the PaRours, Vi- | 


cars and Curates of Loxden, as likewiſe the Citizens and 


Inhabitants of the ſame, did voluntarily of their own 


accord, and meerly for the appeaſing of the ſaid ſtrife 
then newly grown, ſubmit themſelves, to ſtand to fuch 


Order and Decree upon compromite, touching the pai- 
| D 2 ment 
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A Defence of Tithes, 


ment of Tithes, oblations and other duties wirhin the 
{aid City and liberties of Londen, as perſons whom the 


had mutually choſen for the appeaſing of the ſaid ſtrife | 


( being the greateſt Lords and Ofhcers of Juſtice then in 


theK _ ) ſhould make and ordain; viF. The. Cray - 


mer Archbxlhop of Capterbury, the Lord Wryorhſly, Lord 
Chancellour of England, Thomss Duke of Norfolke_, 


Lord Treaſurer of England, Sir William Pawlkt, Lord 


St Zobn, Preſident of the Councell, Fob» Lord Ruſſell, 
Lord Privy Seal, Edward Earl of Hertford, Lord great 
Chamberlain of Zxz/and, John Vicount Liſle, high Ad- 
mirall of Znzlazd, S* Richard Liſter, Chief Juſtice af 
Eneland, S* Edward Mountague, Chiet Juſtice of the 
Common Bench, and Sr Roger Cholmely, Chief Juſtice 


of the Elchequer ; by which Statute it was enacted, that 


what Order {hould be maade, or decreed and concluded 
by the {aid Archbiſhop, Lords and Knights, or any fix of 
rhem, before the ſixth of March then next fojlowing, 
conceraing the paiment of Tithes, oblations and other 
duties within the ſaid City and liberties of the ſame, and 
enrolled in the Kings high Court of Chancery of Re- 
cord.,ſhould be as an Att of Parliament,and ſhould binde 
all Citizens and Inhabitants of Londos, and all Vicars, 
Parſons and Curates of the ſaid City, and their ſucceſ- 
ſours for ever : And thar every perſon denying to pay 
Tithes or other duties, contrary to the ſaid Decree ſo to 
be mace and enrolled, ſhould by the commandment of 
the Lord Major of Londop,and in his default, by the Lord 
Chancellour of England, be committed to priſon, there 
ro remain, till ſuchrime as he orthey ſhould have agreed 
with the Curate or Curates for his or their Tithes, as by 
the ſaid Statute may more appear, eight of which ten 
perſons made their Decree accordingly, the 24. day of 


February, 


A SY bf Tikes, 


| pebrnary,. in the year 1545. ( Thom [ Duke of Norfolke, 
and S" Edward Moxntague were only left out ) which De- 


cree I affirme to be enrolled! in the Court of Chancery, 


and a true Copy of that enrolled Decree, is at this day 
| printed with the Stature of| 37 Hen.8. And 1 make no 
doubt, bur the City of Lexdon hath likewiſe an exem- 
plification of that inrolled Decree under the broad Seal : 

And though Mr Jehu Claydon, by Mr Norburies diretion, 
ſearching in the Chappel of the Rolls could. not finde it, 

doth ir tollow therefore, that an other Clerke cannot 


 findeir? Or if itcannotar this day be found, doth it fol- 


low in the negative, that never any ſach Decree wasen- 
rolled 2 How many printed Statutes haye we at this day, 
by which the Judges of the Realm do /adjudge caſes in 
Law, of which the originall Records cannot art this day 
be found 2 and the like hath/been of this printed Decree 
fortheſe hundred years, without reference rothe Record 
ina Chancery. 

But admitting there was neveratall any ſuch enrolled 
Decree, will it therefore fellow, or will any Lawyer at- 
rm, that then there is no remedy for Tythes in London ? 
ph not the former Decree of Archbiſhop Cranmer, and 
| the Lord Chancellour «ly then take place 2 For that 
Decree is not repzaled by the Scature of 37 Hep.8. by 
any words inthat Law, but was to continue in force.till 
the Decree upon arbitrementand compromiſe was made ; 
if this later was never made.then that former Decree con- 
tinues ſtill; and if that former Decree was extinct and 

gone, tO which the Proviſoes in the Statutes of : 7 Hen. 8. 
and 32 Hen.s. do only refer,then Tithes in Loxdon,are due 
and paiable as formerly by the EccleſrſticallLaw,ſo that 
Juarueng, wia data, there iS a ready, and certain remedy for 
the recovery of the Tithes of Houſes in London; So weak 
D J 51 ang 
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A Defence of Titbes.' 


and feeble are thoſe weapons which are lifted up __ 


the force & ſtrength of-truth, which I hope T have c 


tor the Remedy, even to the Pamphleters themſelves, un- 
lefle they will c2cntire ante ſolems, as the Proverb is. And 
therefore they begin to ſhift their weapons, and in ſtead 
of arguments againſt the Statute of 37 Her.8. and the 
Decree of Tirhes upon it, they ſlander down-right thar 
very Parliament of 37 Hen.8. I abhorto dothem the leaſt 
wrong, and thereforeTI will quote the very words of one 
of their champion Pamphlets,like another Geliah of Gath, 
called 7he Inditement of Tithes. By the many ſcandals 
and errours but of one paſſage in that book, you ma 
eaſily jadge what to thinke of the truth of all the reſt 
contained in that Pamphler. The words to the Lord 
Major, among other reaſons and grounds againſt Tithes, 
arethele; May it pleaſe your Loraſhip ts take into conſider- 
ation, what an over-ruling hand King Henry the eighth and 
hs Privy Councel did bear over the Parliament at that time, 
which as it aypeartth in other things, ſo eſpecially in this of 


 Tithes,in Anno 37 of his reien, prevailing ſo far, as to in- 


auce that Parliament to delegate their power in a matter of ſo 
great concerument to the then Archbiſhop and other Lords 
and Knights, Enaiting that whatſoever they ſhould decree 
therein, (hould binde all the CitiFens for ever : an unheard of 
ſtrain of Parliament, to confirm ( with reverence we ſpeak it ) 
they know not what, and which to this day hath had no other 
confirmation : In which Decree, we pray your Lerdſhip to ob- 
ſerve the ignorance and ſuperſtition of that age, that followed 
the ſteps of their erroneous predeceſicurs, both in Epiſcopacy 
and Tithes, without compiag then tothe word of God, alſo 
the untqzall deal:n7 of thoſe emraſted, providing that eveat 
mens drool. mr korſcs [haulg hr jree from Tithes ; whereby it 

| may 


1 
at 


ecrly | 
layed open in the point of Tithes, both forthe Righta nd 
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A Defence of Tithes? 


| r14y appear this Decree or Law for Tithes ( if it deſervetobe 
| ſocalled)) is mot ſo walid or reaſonable 2s it i generally concei- 


wed, and however oucht not to be pleaded or tand in force,a- 
gainft the word aud mindte of God. | | 
In which words you may obſerve theſe ſcandals and 
untruths : Firſt, Where the Lord Major is defiredto con- 
ſider, what an over-raling hand King Henry the eighth and 
his Privy Councel did bar over the Parliament at that time, 
which as it appeareth in other things, ſo eſpecially in this of 
Tithes, im fwd 27 of his rtioxe, &c. There are no 
lefle then theſe three flanders. Firit, of the perſon of 


King Henry the eighth,who did nothing inthis buſineſſe of 


Tiches, bur as atender father'to the Citizens of Lowdoy, 
who loved him and he them, nor as an overbearing 
Prince; forir appears plainly by that Statute,that it was 


an Actof grace mhim ; the words are theſe; To the 


intent t0 have a full peace and perfect end between the ſaid 
parties, their heirs and ſucceſſours touching the ſaid Tithes, ob- 
lations and other duties for ever, Be it Enaited,&c.: Se- 
condly, of his actions, making him in this matter of 
Tithes,and in otherthings ro be unjuſt, not naming the 
things;which in that thoſe thingsnot najned, are referred 
to the bufineſfe of Tithes, wherein he did no wrong, it 


| increalesthe ſlander, Thirdly,of his Privy Councel,who 


as appearcth plainly by the Act, wereqnlv uſed as refer- 
rees and arbitratours choſen; by the Paſtours, Vicars, 
Curartes, and Citizens of Loren, for the ending of the 


(trife amongſt them concerning Tithes,| and made theic 
Decree accordingly. | Wig | 
Secondly, W here it 15 faidiby the Inditour, that King 
Henry the eighth and his Privy Councel, prevailed ſo far 
as to induce that Parliament 10 delegate their power in amat - 
ter of | great coucernment, t0 the then Atrebbiſhiy and _ 
| 12D | Lords 
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A Defence of Titbes. 


Lords and Knights, Enadting that whatſoever they fhould de-\ 
cree therein,ſhould binde all the Citiens for ever ,, an unheard| 
of train of Parliament, to confirm ( with reverence we fpeak 
it ) they knew not what ,and which to this day hath had no other | 
confirmation. In which words theſe ſcandals and untruths} 
are tobe obſerved. | 

Firſt, There isa groſle ſcandall upon thar Parliamenr, 
and upon all Parliaments in generall, as ro charge them 
with adelegation of their power toa few, athing againſt 
the Honour and dignity of a Parliament, to transfer that 
High power with which the Law hath intruſted them to 
a few, as may appear by the Parliament Roll of x Hen.6. 


#.70. which very thing by the printed Statute of x Her. 


4.cap.3. chiefly occaſioned the repeal ofthe whole Par- 
liament of 21 Ric.2. And what a ſtrange unlimited pow- 
er that Parliament committed toa few perſons, may more 
particularly appear by the Statute of 21 R.2. cap.16. in 
the old printed Statures at large, to which I wholly remit 
the Reader. , | 
Secondly, It is notonly a ſcandall, but anotorious un- 
truth, to charge that Parliament that they Enacted and 
confirmed they knewnot what. For 
Firſt it appears plainly by that Statute, thatthe matter 
was only concerning Tithes, oblations and other duties 
within the City and ſuburbs of Zoxdop. ” 
Secondly, the Names of thoſe Lords and Knights,to 
whom the differences concerning thoſe things were reter- 
red, are particularly mentioned inthar Statute, and their 
rſo ns particularly known to that Parliament. | 
Thirdly it appears by that Statute, That the Miniſters 
and Citizens of Londen, did voluntarily ſubmit them- 
ſelves, and the differences between them concerning 
Tithes, &c. to 'the decree and arbitrament of thoſe 


perſons. Faurthly 


{s 


F 


A Defence of Tethes. 

Fourthly, that thoſe Arbirratours are limited and tied 
upto a former Order of the Lord Chancellour Analcy, 
and the Statute of 27 Hey. 8. upon it, concerning the 
Tithes of Loxdon, for it appears plainly in the Statute of 
37 Hen.s$, that the differences about Tithes, did not ariſe 
from any matter touching: the ſubſtance of that former 
Order, but from certain ambiguous words, and obſcure 
termes in it not plainly ſer forth, whereby it is evident 
and cleer, that that Parliament did particularly know 
what it did,but the Inditour did nor, [when he laid fo toul 
and falſe a charge upon that Parliament. 

Thirdly, where the Lord Major is deſired to obſerve in 
the Decree, The ignorance and ſuperitition of that age, that 


followed the ſteps of their erroneous predece(fours, both in E- 
piſcopacy and Tuthes, without comparing them with the word of 


Gol : Therein there is adouble ſlander ; 
Firſt,of that whole age, that in the bufineſſe of Tithes 
did nothing according to the word of God : whenas it 


appears plainly by the Statute of 27 Her.$.c.20.T hart that 


Parliament, being the beſt repreſentation of that age, did 
compare Tithes with the word of God, and the non- 
paiment of them, to be firſt, a deteſtable enormity, ſe- 


condly, againſt right and|a good conſcience, thirdly, 
againſt mens duty e&-Almighty God, as may moreappear 


by that Statute. | | 

Secondly, it 1s a particular ſlander of the then Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury ( for there was no other Biſhop 
mentioned in that Decree,) as if he followed the ſteps of 
his erroneous predeceſſours in ignorance and ſuperſti- 


tion, when for that very cauſe he was perſecuted to death, 


by only ſuch kinde of Biſhops whole ſteps he is ſurmi- 


ſed to follow; a man {ſo holy, that even M. Brightman 
himſelf ( no friend to Biſhops) doth make him to be thar 
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A Defence of Tithes, 
Ang*l in the fourteenth Ch pter of the Rev:lations, that 


11the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, had power over the 


fire, And whereas he is ſuppoſed by the Inditour, to 
tollow the ignorance and ſuperſtition of that age, as nor. 


to compare things with the word of God, I have ſeen a 


Treatiſe of his againſt _—_ Gardener Bifhop of Win- 
<th that the word of God was 
the Rule that guided him inthe Reformation of Religion, 
wherein he had a chief ſtroak, both in the dayes of King 
Hen.$. and, King Eadw.6. | | 
Fourthly and laſtly, whereas the Lord Major is de- 
fired to obſerve the wnequall dealing of thoſe entruſted, pro- 
viding that Great mens dwelling houſes fhould be free from 
Tithes, It is as great an untruth as it is a grofle {lander ; 
for the words of the Statute are theſe z Provided alwayes, 
that this Decree (hall not extend ts the houſes of Great men, or 
Noble men, or Noble women kept in their own hands, and not 
letten for any rent, which in times pait have paid noTithes,ſ0 
long 45 they Hall ſo continue unletten. Which proviſo up-. 
on the conſtruction of the whole Decree, doth belong to 
all other men who had never letten their houſes to farme, 
but kept them ſtill in their hands, as was reſolved by all 
the Judges ofthe Common Pleas, Mzch 5 7ac. ina Caſe 
between 7ohn Scudamore and Robert Eyre in a Prohibi- 
rion againſt 70/7 Bell, and ſo hath that Decree ever been 
conſtrued and taken : ſo that there was no ſelf-reſpect, 


 1njuſtice or-partrality at all in the Commiſhoners which 


made that Proviio inthe Decree, as is untruly caſt upon 
them by that Inditour. 
The reſt of alFrhat Pamphler- is of no berter ſtuff, bur 
may wholly bereduced totheſe three heads. 
1. Manifeſt abuſe and mifinterpretarions of the {acre 
Scriptures,common to all Sectartes and Innovartours. 
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A Defence of Tithes, 

». Notorious 'miſ-quotations and miſunderſtanding 
of Authours, as of M. Selden, 7o. Huſſe, Pierce Plow- 
man, S' John Oldcaſtle,&c | | _ 

. Grofſe railing and reviling of mens perſons, as 
namely of M. Thomas Clendon, by the name of Prieſt Clen- 
don, which he puts upon him as a terme of ſcorn, tho: gh 
revera, and in truth it be aname of Honour, for Prieſt 
is nothing elſe but an old engliſh contration of Preſter in 
French,of Presbyter in Latine,and of #997 in Greek, 
ſignifying Elder 1n our engliſh tongue, and is the very 
ſame Honourable name given to the four and twenty 
Elders, mentioned in the fourth and fifth Chapters of the 
Revelation, which are there deicribed to fir about the 
Throneof Chriſt, clothed in white raimint, with crowns of 
gold on their heads, and goiden vials 1n their hands fu'l of 


odours, which are the prayers, of the Saints. And beſides 


this ſcorn,to render him more odtous rothe people(wh :h 
is the ſtudied deſigne againſt many good men ar tais 


day ) he is reported by the Pamphleter, to be a co::ten-. 


tious man, 2 ſower of ſtrite and dehate,efc. as Erex. at 
oppolſi:e as can be to a goily Miniſter of the Goſpe] | as 
I hear he is ) being alſo a man of whom I cannot eatily 
be induced to thinks any ill, having his educarion ;rom 
godly parents and a religious Schdol-malter, and un Jer 
as Orthodox, prous and powertull q Miniſtery, 25 Was { at 
that tirae 1 knew lim) in Northampton-ſhire. | 
And thus Lave 1, as briefly as Icould, vindicated the 
lawfullneſſe of Tires, and the parment of tiiew to Mint- 
fters under the Golye!, tufficient I hope to ſarisfie any 
reaſonable man that makes godlineſle h1s gain, not gain 
his godlineſle : eſpecially ſuch gain as tzxen from the 
Church and Church-men, , will prove tothe pofleſſours 
| of them, like aurum T a" the golu of 1 —_— 
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which beggered all thoſe men and their families that had 
any of ir; or like the bitter and curſed water to the guilry 
woman, Which cauſed hey belly ro ſwell, but her thich to 
708 ;; avery empharicall and ſignificant expreſſion, noting 
a ſucceſſive curſe upon poſterity, thigh, intimating ſo 
much in a Scripture phraſe;as to give one inſtance for all, 
Gen.46. v.26, where itis {aid, that all the poſterity of 74- 
co; that came with him into Egypt, came out of his thzeh ; 
even {o, though the revenews of the Churctrſhall cauſe a 
{welling intheir eſtates at the firſt, yer it will bring upon 
them.their poſterity, and eſtates, a rot and conſumption ar 
the laſt, according to | that experimentall ſaying of 
Charles the Great, Noewimus multa Regna & Reges corum 
propterea cecidiſſe, quia Eccleſias ſpoliaverunt, reſy, eorum 
waſtaverunt ; we have known (faith he) many Kingdoms 
with their Kings brought to ruin, becauſe they ſpoiled 
Churches,and made a prey of their revenews, 

Much mote might be laid in confirmation of ſo well. 
approved, and ſo ancient a truth as the Right of Tithes, 
which I do for the| preſent purpoſely forbear, for that 1 
em loth to call into queſtion ſo ſolid, ſo ſetled and fo 
well principled a verity, in {o vain, ſo fickle, and ſo unca- 
rechiſedan age, which at this day brings into diſpute the- 
moſt fixed Principles that are: a thing ſo abhorring to 
AriFotle (though but a Heathen,) that he would have 
ſuch kinde ot contentions to receive confutation, werber;- 
bus non verve, bacul's non arrumentis, Peſides, the eager 
conteitition about Tithes, falls out at this day amongſt 
ſuch kinde of men as are not ſo converſant with learning 
and reaſon, as with 1gnorance and clamour, of whom 
Tacitus cives this character, which TI will leave forothers 
roengliſh, plebs non judicium,non veritas ex opinione multa, 
ex-veritate paiica judicat. | 


A Defence of Tithes, 

I ſhallonly for concluſion, defire theſe mento lay afide 
that gall of bitterneſle with which they have hitherto 
overabounded, as incompetible|with that ſpirit of meck- 
nefle that is required in true Chriſtians; to ſuſpe&t al- 
waies that truth which 1s not accompanied with peace : 
hoſe men that have bitter envying and ftrife in their 
hearts, are inthe judgement of the Apoſtle, lyars againſt 
ruth, ſo that to ſtrive againſt peace, |is to lye againſt 
ruth ; to conſider the infinite poverty and confuſion thar 
ould be inthe Church of Z»glezd, it t ſhould be quite 
[ſtript of its ancient endowments; andlaſtly ro remember 
he example of the Emperour ?4lia», who in the begin- 
ng of his reign, gloried in nothing more then inthe pro- 
eſion of Chriſtian religion, in ſo much as he became a 
publike reader of holy Scriptures in the Church, andne- 
ver fell into apoſtaſie, till he fell ro Church-robbing,; 
whereby his perſecution of Chriſtians was accounted tar 
oreater then that of Dzo:l:{ian, who though he pur far 
more Miniſters to death then ever 7«1;ay, yet he did not 
occidere presbyterium, he flew not the Piieſthood,1s 7a- 


their maintenance; whereupon in the opinion of The- 

edoret, after he had robbed the Churches of all their 
plate, and in a ſcoffing manner asked, whether thoſe were 
fit veſſels for 4 Carpenters ſonto be ſerved with,God wound- 
ed him ſuddenly to death with an arrow ſhot from Hea- 
ven: exemplumandiſti, cave ſupplicinm, IT have told them 
= example,let them take heed of the puniſhment. 

I began this diſcourſe with the Law of the Land, 1 
will conclude it with the Law of the Goſpel, being like- 
wiſe the Lay of Moſes and the Prophets,mentioned in the 
Golpel of S* Matthew, cap.7.v.,12. being the words of 
our Saviour in his Sermon on the mount, whatſoever ye- 
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lian did, by depriving the Church and Church-men of . 
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4 Defence of Titbes, 


world ' hat men ſhould do to you, even ſo ds ye tothem, for thi 
6 the Law and the Prophets. The people of England wouldF 
think themſelves much wronged, if Miniſters ſhouldF 
preach againſt their property of goods: and is nor theſ 
fame wrong offered to Miniſters, when the people ſpeak} 
and write againſt their patrimony of Tithes * the fame 
Magna Charta that confirms the one, eſtabliſhes the other, 
Do 4s ye would be done by, is the Law of Moſes and the Pro-f 
phets: Repder to every man his due, is the Law of Chriſth 
and his Apoſtles: 2nd tibi fieri non vs, alteri ne fecers, 
is the Law of Nature and Nations ; triplici nodo triplex 
cuneus, and {uch a three-fold cord 15 not eaſily broken if 
it ſhould, I rremble to thinke of the miſery and ruin 
chat will fall outro a people or Nationat ſuch 
a breach. The Lord make us all wiſeand 


- juſtin an age ſo wilfull and wicked. 
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